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Promoting Grand Rapids as a welcoming 
city since  1986

1980-1983:  Grand Rapids Public Schools 
initiated  the Global Education Project.

1983-1985: State of Michigan Sister State 
Program connected GR to the Shiga 
Prefecture , Japan. 



GVSU Video 



The JW Marriott  
Project 



Our first sister city 
relationship was 
developed with the city of 
Omihachiman in the state 
of Shiga, Japan.
Omihachiman is in the 
Shiga Prefecture of Japan 
on the southeastern 
shore of Lake Biwa.  The 
area is known for its 
beautiful waterways.  

Omihachiman, 
Japan -1986 



Omihachiman, Japan 1986 

The fabulous Sagicho 
Festival is held in mid-
March, as it has for 
hundreds of years. 



Bielsko-Biala, Poland- 1991 



Bielsko-Biala, Poland- 1991 



Perugia, Italy – 1993



Perugia, Italy – 1993



Perugia, Italy - 1993



Ga District, Accra, Ghana - 1994



Zapopan, Jalisco, Mexico - 2008



Zapopan, Jalisco, Mexico - 2008



Zapopan, Jalisco, Mexico - 2008


